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Ukraine  Baptists  present  special  gift 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 


Hie  devastation  caused  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  last  August 
has  seen  thousands  of  acts  of 
encouragement  and  support 
that  continue  to  this  day,  but  few 
are  more  special  than  the  $40,000 
gift  from  Ukrainian  Baptists  that 
was  received  recently  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
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said  Shemchyshyn.  I  don  t  SPECIAL  Gift  —  Volodymyr  Shemchyshyn  (second  from  right),  president 
know  how  much  more  people  Theological  Seminary  in  Ukraine,  presents  a  letter  from  the  Ukraine  Baptist  L 
will  contribute,  but  the  process  from  right),  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Boai 

^ongoing.  ing  a  gift  of  $40,000  from  the  Baptists  of  Ukraine  for  Hurricane  Katrina  disaster 

The  Ukraine  Baptists  gift  is  tj,e  presentatjon  Were  (from  left)  Ken  Rhodes,  MBCB  missions  mobilization  dir 
hiige  by  that  country  s  stan-  june  N0|en  former  Ukraine  partnership  coordinators;  and  Brent  Barker,  pa: 
dards.  Shemchvshyn  noted  for  church,  Magee,  who  was  hosting  Shemchyshyn.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins 
perspective  tndt  )4U/UUU  IS 
more  than  the  entire  contribu-  - - — 

tions  last  year  to  the  budget  of  the  "We  did  not  expect  the  people  of  every  Baptist  Church 
Ukraine  Baptist  Union.  Ukraine  to  do  anything  for  us.  When  we  all  —  announcing  the 

"The  people  of  Ukraine  have  blessed  heard  about  the  offering,  we  were  hum-  "We  did  not  expect 
us.  We  hardly  know  how  to  say  thank  bled  and  overwhelmed.  so  much,  but  the  peopl 

you,"  said  Jim  Futral,  executive  director  Shemchyshyn  said  that  after  the  hurri-  to  this  offering  than  to  i 
of  die  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  cane  struck,  tne  Ukraine  Baptist  Union  work  in  year's  time. 
Board.  "Even  six  months  after  the  hurri-  announced  that  each  Friday  would  be  set  bring  one,  two,  three 
cane,  the  needs  are  as  great  as  ever,  aside  for  prayer  and  fasting  for  their  worth  about  25  cents 
Everything  we  have  done  in  Ukraine  has  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  in  wanted  this  to  be  their 
come  back  to  bless  us.  Mississippi,  A  letter  was  also  written  to  There  was  no  one  who 
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been  to  Ukraine  could  be  here  today,"  Futral 
said.  "Forty  thousand  dollars  is  a  lot  of 
money.  The  financial  impact  is  great;  the  spir¬ 
itual  impact  will  be  even  greater." 

"Please  receive  this  gift  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  and  with  our  appreciation  for 
what  you  have  done  for  us," 
Shemchyshyn  said.  "May  God  bless  you, 
and  well  be  praying  for  you." 

Ken  Rhodes,  who  as*  MBCB  missions 
mobilization  director  has  made  numerous 
trips  to  Ukraine  during  and  after  the  part¬ 
nership,  pointed  out  the  importance  of 
Baptists  helping  Baptists  around  the  world. 

''Only  wnen  we  all  get  to  heaven  will 
we  know  the  full  impact  of  this  wonder¬ 
ful  gift,"  Rhodes  said. 


The  end  of  history? 


American  political  econo-  heard  the  Gospel  for  the  first 
mist  Francis  Fukuyama  time,  and  many  were  saved, 
came  to  the  public's  atten-  Enormous  evangelistic 
tion  with  the  publication  of  his  strides  were  being  made, 
book.  The  End  of  History  and  the  Christian  missionary  groups 
Last  Man,  shortly  after  the  fall  of  strained  to  keep  up  with 
the  Berlin  Wall  and  die  breakup  demand  for  Bibles,  new 
of  the  Soviet  empire.  In  his  book,  church  construction,  and  per- 
Fukuyama  posited  that  the  glob-  sonnel.  Observers  excitedly 
al  conflict  between  talked  about  the  coming  fulfill- 
politkal  and  economic  ment  of  the  Great  Commission 
systems  had  come  to  (Matthew  28:18-20).  The  future 
an  end  with  the  col-  did  seem  limitless, 
lapse  of  communism.  Then  came  9/11,  and  as  we 
He  believed  the  awakened  from  our  self¬ 
human  race  had  cho-  induced  giddiness  we  realized 
sen  liberal  democracy,  that  the  Evil  One  had  raised  up 
as  practiced  by  mod-  yet  another  enemy.  It  all  started 
em  western  civiliza-  to  come  together  for  us  —  the 
tion,  as  the  preferred  senseless  suicide  /  homicide 
way  of  life.  He  foresaw  bombings,  the  threats  against 
a  Pax  Americana,  and  our  way  of  life,  the  loss  ofinno- 
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J  backward  —  and  we  can 
likely  expect  more  such 

Now  comes  word  of  another  drastic  actions  in  the  future, 
outpost  in  the  ongoing  battle  Now  is  not  the  time  for 
against  Christianity.  Hugo  retreat,  though.  It  may  once 
Chavez,  Marxist  president  of  again  be  difficult  to  spread  the 
Venezuela  and  acolyte  of  Cuban  Gospel  around  the  world,  but 
communist  dictator  Fidel  when  has  it  ever  been  easy? 
Castro,  has  banished  a  Christian  When  has  the  devil  ever  given 
missionary  group  from  that  us  a  break?  He  is  our  bitter 
South  American  country.  enemy,  and  always  will  plot 

.  New  Tribes  Missions  focuses  against  us  until  Christ  returns, 
on  Christian  ministry  to  indige-  The  end  of  history?  For 
nous  peoples  who  live  in  some  Christians,  we're  not  even  close, 
of  the  most  remote  places  on  There  is  much  work  left  to  be 
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nator  of  maturity  by  a  flawed 
model  of  ecclesiology  that 
invites  people  who  are  imma¬ 
ture,  backslidden,  or  inactive  to 
participate  -in  key  decisions: 
This  is  perhaps  the  most  deadly 
mistake  a  church  can  make. 

'  I  contend  that  what  many 
churches  call  New  Testament 
ecclesiology  is  in  fact  a  dys¬ 
functional  copy  of  foe- real 
thing.  In  contrast  to  a  hyper- 
congregational  model  of  town¬ 
meeting  democracy  practiced 
by  many  churches,  1  submit 
that  the  New  Testament  does 
not  demand  or  endorse  such  a 
model.  A  more  healthy  form  of 

common  problems7  in  religious  opinions  should  be  empower  their  leaders,  I  am  congregational  church  govem- 
;ational  ecclesiology:  tried."  Therefore,  church  con-  referring  to  more  than  just  the  ment  includes  the  following 

biology  that  is  more  stitutions  are  evaluated  in  light  pastor  or  staff.  When  a  church  minimum  requirements:  The 
ced  by  American  dvics  of  Scripture  as  well,  chooses  members  to  serve  on  congregation  affirms  God's  call  of 
y  the  New  Testament  Constitutions  and  parliamen-  committees  or  ministry  teams,  the  pastor.  The  congregation 
Eaptists  view  ecclesiology  tary  guidelines  are  helpful  and  then  that  church  should  trust  its  approves  a  budget.  The  congrega- 
t  of  town-meeting  democ-  needed  documentation.  If  there  own  members  in  those  areas  of  tion  approves  the  ministry  teams. 
own-meeting"  ecclesiolo-  is  a  conflict  between  what  a  responsibility.  It  is  not  inconsis-  The  most  mature  lead .  Flagrant 
iesses  itself  in  endless  church  constitution  mandates  tent  with  the  New  Testament  for  immaturity  is  not  left  unaddressed. 
s  meetings  where  anyone,  and  what  the  Bible  requires,  the  a  congregation  to  choose  leaders  This  is  congregational  church 
ss  of  his  or  her  fidelity  to  Bible  should  win  every  time.  from  within  and  then  empower  government.  The  people  in  lead- 
x  His  church,  is  allowed  Business  meetings  held  too  those  leaders  to  make  decisions  ership  are  chosen  by  foe  church 
it  This  is  not  what  the  frequently.  I  am  convinced  that  in  their  realm  of  responsibility.  under  a  budget  approved  by  foe 
stament  advocates.  This  churches  can  function  effective-  Voting  on  minutia.  This  church  with  leadership  of  a  pas- 
of  Congregationalism  ly  by  having  no  more  than  two  follows  closely  on  foe  heels  of  tor  called  by  the  church.  I  con- 
polity  more  influenced  by  to  four  business  meetings  a  foe  previous  criticism.  A  con-  tend  that  this  approach  provides 
an  civics  than  by  the  New  year.  Multiple  business  meet-  gregation  functions  in  the  a  healthier  environment  that  is 
ent.  In  short  congrega-  mgs  can  distract  energy  from  healthiest  manner  by  assign-  more  conducive  to  spiritual 
hurch  governments  not  Great  Commission  work  and  ing  responsibility  and  then  maturity  and  evangelism. 

to  entail  a  monthly  "free  substitute  activity  for  real  ser-  getting  out  of  the  way.  - 

under  the  disguise  of  a  vice.  Having  fewer  business  Allowing  the  Immature  Branch  is  vice  president  for  stu- 
business  meeting.  meetings  does  not  preclude  members  of  the  congregation  dent  development  at  Midwestern 

elevation  of  parliamen-  special  meetings  to  adaress  new  to  influence  key  aecisions.  Seminary  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  His 
Tocedure  and  church  opportunities,  such  as  building  Many  congregations  are  driven  commentary  appears  courtesy  of 
utions  above  the  Bible,  programs  or  the  call  of  a  pastor,  to  the  lowest  common  denomi-  Baptist  Press. 


’  celebrate  congregational 
ecclesiology.  However,  what 
many  Baptist  churches  claim 
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churches  claim 
as  a  Biblical  ecclesiology  is 
merely  a  flawed  model  they 
have  practiced  for  a  long  time 
and  have  "baptized  in 
Christian  terminology.  While 
many  churches  claim  to  practice 
a  New  Testament  model,  they 
in  feet  practice  a  dysfunctional 
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Welch:  Don't  let  SBC  miss  opportunities 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Drawing  from 
!  example  of  Samson's  kiss  of  strength  in 
iges  16,  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
)C)  President  Bobby  Welch  warned  against 


the  convention.  'There  is  great  coroeq 
in  the  traumatic  tragedy  of  unfulfilled  i 
tud,"  Welch  told  SBC  Executive  Corn 
members  in  Nashville  on  February  20. 

He  pointed  to  verse  20,  which 
Samson  "awoke  from  his 
TUgoout 
But  he 
him." 
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myself  free.' 
did  not  know  that  the  Lord  had  left 
Samson  had  lost  his  hair  and  his 
h,  and  the  Philistines  were  upon  him. 
at  must  be  one  of  the  saddest  cir¬ 
cumstances  imaginable  to  be  out  flailing 
away  and  the  wind  of  God  [is]  off  your 
life/  Welch  said,  adding  that  a  wonderful 
comeback  happened  in  verse  22  when 
Samson's  hair  oegan  to  cow  again. 

Welch,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  in 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  set  forth  three  ways 
to  "rev  up  a  rundown  romance  with 
reaching  people"  for  Christ. 

"How  ao  you  rev  up  a  rundown  romance 
with  reaching  people?  What  happened  to 
Samson,  don’t  you  think,  could  happen  to  a 
Christian.  It  could  happen  to  a  church.  It 
could  happen  to  a  clergyman.  And  it  could  people,  witnessing,  winning  and  baptiz- 
happen  to  an  entire  convention,  where  you  ing/  he  said.  "I  have  not  been  to  hardly  any 
get  to  the  point  that  you're  just  flailing  the  air;  convention  or  state  evangelism  conference 
and  you  know  not  the  power  of  God  is  off  where  they  haven't  baptized  on  site." 
your  work.  That  day  comes  when  we  lose  the  The  second  component  in  the  plan  to  rev 
love  of  the  Load  for  the  sake  of  souls,"  he  said,  up  a  rundown  romance  with  reaching  peo- 
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On-line  registration  open 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Online  registration  is  available 
for  the  2006  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBO  annual  tncet- 
in  Greensboro,  N.C..  Churches  will  be  able  to  register 
their  messengers  online  at  the  SBC  website,  www.sbc.net,  to 
avoid  waiting  at  the  counter  upon  arrival  at  the  convention 
while  a  registration  volunteer  types  in  various  lines  of  infor¬ 
mation.  Jim  Wells,  SBC  registration  secretary,  said  online  reg- 


Rory  Lee  is  awarded  a  five-year  contract  as  president  and  duel  operating 
officer  of  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg,  according  to*  Feb.  23  press 
release  from  the  school.  He  is  expected  to  assume  his  duties  tin  June  1. 


and  affiliations  (local  and  state). 

•  the  messengers'  names  and  information. 

Online  registration  ends  at  midnight  June  .10,  after 
which  registration  must  be  done  at  the  registration  desk 
beginning  at  4  p.m.  June  11.  Names  can  be  added,  edited, 
and  deleted  up  to  June  10  as  well.  Each  messenger  must 
present  the  printed  form  that  shows  the  messenger's  refer¬ 
ence  number  —  given  on  the  website  —  at  the  registration 
booth  in  order  to  receive  a  nametag  and  set  of  ballots.  The 
traditional  registration  method  also  will  be  available  for 
those  churches  unable  to  use  Internet  access. , 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Education  Commission  votes  in  favor  of  ask¬ 
ing  the  state  convention  to  double  funding  for  ministerial  education  and 
expand  the  definition  of  a  minister  to  include  church-related  vocations. 


A  nationwide  radio  survey  made  by  the  U.S.  Departi 
Agriculture  reveals  that  farm  and  small-town  listeners  prefer  p 
featuring  religious  hymns  and  sermons  to  most  other  programs. 


—  V 


DO  YOU  KNOW 

A  STRONG  WOMAN? 


One  who  perseveres, 

a  leader,  mentor,  defender, 
or  a  young  woman 
filled  with  potential. 


heart  attacks  do  not  survive 
the  event.  While  there  may  not 
be  any  stats  to  accompany  a 
spiritual  heart  attack,  it  is  a 
fact  that  many  do  <not  survive 
this  tragic  experience  either. 

What  do  you  do  with  peo¬ 
ple  who  survive  a  spiritual 
neart  attack?  Well,  just  as  it  is 
with  the  physical  problems,  it 
is  also  extremely  difficult  for 
someone  to  get  over  this 
painful  attack  all  by  himself 
or  herself.  The  Apostle  Paul 
was  well  aware  of  spiritual 
attacks  and  maybe  had  the 
recuperation  in  mind  when  he 
spoke  to  those  who  were 
healthy  saying,  "Brethren,  if  a 
man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault, 
ye  which  are  spiritual,  restore 
such  a  one  in  the  spirit  of 

most  attention  is  when  some-  fact,  what  is  true  "physically  is  meekness;  considering  thy- 
one  has  a  heart  attack,  often  true  spiritually  as  well.  self,  lest  thou  also  be  tempted. 
Probably  all  of  us  have  had  Maybe  you  have  seen  a  Bear  ye  one  another's  bur- 
friends,  family  members,  or  saint  go  astray;  someone  who  dens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of 

i  was  so  involved  in  the  Lord's  Christ"  (Galatians  6:1-2). 
have  experienced  a  heart  work  and  faithful  in  the  church  If  we  see  a  brother  or  sister 
attack,  borne  did  not  live  and  its  ministries  suddenly  who  has  had  a  spiritual  heart 
through  that  tragic  experi- 
we  ence.  usually,  we  think  of  it  as 
a  sudden  life-changing  event 
that  just  happens  in  a  moment 
ie  of  time.  That  really  is  not  the 
case.  Recently,  I  was  listening 
to  a  doctor,  a  cardiologist,, 
example  of  the  importance  in  who  was  describing  that  heart 
the  life  or  death  realities  of  attack  moment,  and  then  he 
our  spiritual  inner  Being.  The  < 

heart  as  referred  to  in  the  buildup  to  that  moment 
Scripture  is  pointing  to  the  had  been  in  process  10,  15, 
seat  of  our  emotions,  our 

decision-making  qualities,  plaque  buildup  and  the  clog- 
our  will,  our  devotion,  and 


Heart  Problems 


The  American  Heart 
Association  says  that  every  33 
seconds  in  our  nation  some¬ 
one  dies  from  a  heart  related 
disease.  It 


is  astounding  to 
think  that  almost  two  times 
every  minute  a  life  ends 
because  a  heart  fails. 

Nationally,  the  number  one 
killer  of  men  and  women  is 
heart  disease.  It  is  a  national 
crisis  that  seems  only  to  get 
worse  rather  than  to  improve. 

In  part,  we  bring  on  the  prob¬ 
lem  by  our  wrong  eating 
habits,  our  lack  of  exercise, 
our  stressful  working  and  liv¬ 
ing  conditions,  our  wrong 
decision  making,  and  our  bad 
habits.  Put  some  of  those  in 
combination  together  and  you 
have  a  lethal  environment. 

We  need  to  pay  attention  to 
our  hearts  botn  physically 
and  much  more  importantly  fellow  church"  members  who 
to  the  spiritual  dimension  of 
our  hearts.  For  just  as  we 
abuse  the  physical  muscle 
that  is  our  heart  pump 
also  seem  to  have  little  appre 
ciation  for  our  heart  as  spo- 
ken  of  in  the  Scripture 
heart  that  is  so  important  to 
us  physically  is  used  as  an 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


us  Christ  - 

Requests  the  - 

Honor  of 
>  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (1 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  ntanu  as  receded  him, 
tp  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
childreti  of  God,  even  to  those  ioho 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


falls  by  the  wayside,  attack,  we  need  to  help  them 

Sometimes  you  can  even  point  get  back  on  their  feet.  It  is 

your  finger  to  the  event,  the  important  to  remember  that 

sin,  the  wrong  decision,  and  they  cannot  do  it  alone  and 

say  that  is  what  happened,  but  that  we  could  find  ourselves 

a  closer  examination  usually  in  the  same  situation, 

reveals  there  are  days,  weeks.  The  month  of  February  is 
and  years  leading  up  to  the  generally  designated  as  Heart 

attack  moment,  and  then  he  breakdown.  A  sin  plaque  is  Month,  but  the  children  of 

expanded  to  tell  that  actually  built  up,  and  it  is  no  less  dead-  God  ought  to  consider  every 

the  buildup  to  that  moment  ly  because  no  one  sees  it.  That  day  as  Heart  Day. 

had  been  in  process  10,  15,  or  is  why  we  need  to  keep  a  close  - 

maybe  even  20  years.  The  watch  over  our  hearts.  Some  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
plaque  buildup  and  the  clog-  statistics  show  that  half  of  the  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 

ging  of  the  arteries  did  not  people  who  have  physical  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


mm. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

Scholarship  Ministry 


The  apostle  Paul  expressed  confidence  to  his  Lord  when  he  declared. 
’And  my  God  shall  supply  all  your  needs  according  to  His  riches  in  glory 
in  Christ  Jesus’  (Philippians  4:19)  This  well-known  verse  highlights 
the  focus  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry 


Due  to  the  generosity  of  many  faithful  Christian  stewards,  the 
Foundation  has  the  privilege  of  providing  needs-based  supplemental 
financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree 
at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or  a  Southern  Baptist  seminary  Most 
of  these  endowed  scholarship  accounts  offer'  specific  eligibility  guidelines 
for  awarding  a  scholarship  grant  Factors  such  as  field  of  study,  institution 
attended,  and  scholarship  amount  often  are  included  as  stipulated  criteria 
for  award  consideration 


For  more  information  about  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  Schotarstup 
Ministry,  please  contact  our  office  at  Poet  Office  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  30205, 
telephone  us  at  (601)  292-3210,  or  (800)  748-1651,  or  visit  our  website, 

erww.mbcb.org/egenciesymbf.  A  completed  - *  v _  ~ 

application  must  be  received  in  the  MBF  office  bdMDt 

by  April  30 

THt  MISSISSIPPI  BAfTIST  FOUNDATION 


March  2, 2006 


The  Baptist  Record 


Katrina  report  spotlights  faith-based  relief  effort 


churches  have  as  many  as  12 
different  adopting  churches 


Mississippi  baptist 
r  Relief  Task  Force  is 
ted  by  the  Margaret 
State  Missions  Offering 
the  Mississippi 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  uum 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  '  1BU  ^OQaieS’ 


The  Baptist  Record 


March  2, 2006 


1.  Sulphur  Springs  Church, 
iNfwioi,  rememoers  tne  ju 
million  babies  aborted  in  a 
special  service  on  Sanctity 
of  Human  Life  Sunday  by 
placing  50  crosses  in  front  of 
the  church  and  giving  over 
$1200  to  the  local  Crisis 
Pregnancy  Center  in  Forest 
Shown  are  the  crosses  and 
several  church  members. 

.V 

2.  Bethany  Church,  Potts 
Camp,  presented  Donny 
Hill  witn  a  license  to  the 
gospel  ministry.  Shown  are 
Hill  and  pastor  Donald 


Worsham. 


ordained  Ryan  Moore  to 
the  gospel  ministry  Jan.  29. 
Shown  are  Moore  (center, 
white  shirt)  and  the  ordina¬ 
tion  council. 

*•  * 

4.  Holly  Church,  Alcorn 
Association,  part  of  SBCs 
Adopt-a-Chuich  program, 
recently  sent  a  men's  group 
to  Autumn  Ridge  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  to  aid  in  Katrina 


disaster  relief.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 
Tony  Morrow,  pastor 


5.  During  December  the  chil- 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


presented  Cci  uncdtcs  to  its 
most  recent  Experiencing 
God  dass.  Shown  are  pastor 
Jerry  Helms  (upper  right); 
standing,  txom  left:  Kuom 
Johnson,  Diane  Tuggle,  and 
J.W.  Tuggle;  seatra,  from 
left;  Janice  Crow,  Joy  Crow, 
aid  Linda  Trent 


per  Mai;  2,  630  p-m.,  fea¬ 
turing  professional  bass 
fisherman  Jim  Phillips.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
741-2225  or  267-4156. 

8.  Camp  Creek  Church. 
Gautama.  will  host  an 
God  week 


Jones  Association,  held  a 
contest  between  the  boys 
and  girls  to  see  who  could 
collect  the  most  'Pennies 
for  Lottie.'  The  children 
collected  $1515.86,  which 
placed  the  church's  offer¬ 
ing  over  $6000.  Shown  are 


March  3  - 5.  Can  (662) 
869-5474  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  Martin  Jacks,  pastor 


9.  The  congregation  of 


-  -  -  -  -  -  -»  *  -  «  -  ah,  ^ - m  -  -* 

moved  into  tneir  renovated 

s«ctu™,  M>.  12.  L»ry 


)l  si  FOR  Tin  Ri  coun 
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|l  "i  For  Tut  Ri  coup 
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CM  OF  AKA-  DtSABNiTY  MEDICARE  SUmBONT:  HHOHWC  SEAMED  GLASS,  Meridun. 
about  270  ton-  We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to  Design,  fabrication,  repair,  lax  illustrations 
city,  is  seeking  a  choose  from.  E.  F.  HuSon  Insurance.  Call  to  IfcOI )  483-7958  or  cal  (8001  360-2705. 

sumes  to  pastor  to«  free  today  077)  232-0686. _  KKI  HAMMS  —  MUSIC  EVANGE- 

Baptist  Church.  HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPEN-  USM  My  open  dales  for  (he  Spring  and 
pM*.  AR  71923.  SIVE?  Quality  heabh  coverage  at  truly  Summer  are  April  2.  May  28.  |une  18.  My 

tol.com. _  affordable  rates!  \Ate  have  saved  many  JO.  August  20  and  Aupst  27.  N  love  to 

ES  8  STEEPLES.  Mississippi  totoBes  a  hundred  plus  per  serve  wSh  you  as  (he  Lord  leaih.  nay 
s.  lighting,  seat-  -north.  What  will  we  save  you?  Call  toll  about  Ms  fall  or  next  year*  Call  (318) 
ushions.  k/togf  free  today  (877)  232-0686.  E.F.  Hutton  347-4370  or  emai  phea2Maul.ua n. 

Ihurch  Supply  Insurance,  we  can  help'  _ CHUMCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 

8  728-8281.  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  BJOH  NC.  is  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery  Qu.tman, 

WO.  3.9  certs  seeking  a  fuBtone  minuter  of  youth  Miss  .  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

ate.  No  monthly  Seminary  or  rftvinfey  depee  required.  The  THE  BAPTIST  STATE  OONVB4TTON 


PART-TIME/BI- VOCATIONAL 
MRRSTER  OP  MUSK:  HEUCKS 


rarv  vonhp  styles.  Please  send 

Beueat  Baptist  Church.  2167  Heuchs 
Repeat  Rd  ME.  Brookhaven.  MS 
39601.  Aaertmn  Chairman.  tersowwel 
or  caH  601-672-3518. 


Adult  Minister.  Please 
to:  P.O.  Bon  246.  PUrms. 


Briar  HR  Baptrst  Church.  PO  Bon 
129.  Florence.  MS  39073.  Aaertron: 


SY1VARENA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 


FINALLY  AFFORDARLE  HEALTH 
MSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  CaH 
(800)  $41-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 


AFFORDABLE  KACHSMH  VACATION 

AM  sue  units  atolable.  SPRING  SPE¬ 
CIAL.  2  night  weekend  $160.  Four  weefc- 
rughts  $250.  ERciency  unit  (2  adults  2 
lads)  good  Mini  5/25.  (205)  S5MI368  or 

Q05I  554-5124. _ 

SALE:  3BB1  BUXU  O— I  1»  BOR 
TRUCK.  Itofcet  far  motion  or  refaf  efcrt 
toe  new  $1S.90(X  (601)  317-2S36. 


Res  in  a  smaM  university  city,  is 

search  commrtrr.  Tint  Baptist 
623  Pine  Sheet  Arkadetptua.  Ai 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  S 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  light 
mg  wall  crosses,  pew  cushion 
gias.  carpet,  signs.  Church 
Comptny  of  Texas,  (800)  728- 
CHRBT1AN  LONG  DISTANCE, 
interstate.  4.9  certs  in  suae.  Nc 
service  charge  CaH  (866)  587 


MS  8  AL  since  1992  CaR  *8001 605-2970: 
WANTED:  Christian  couple  to  live  in 
home  and  tabe  care  of  bed  fast  patient. 
CaR  (256)  446-5618.  _ 

FRBT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  MT  OLIVE 

minister  of  music.  Masters  degree 
desired.  Video  or  DVD  would  be  gpeaMy 
appreciated.  Please  submit  resumes  to 
FBCMO.  attn  search  committee.  1200 
Ml.  CMive  Road.  Ml.  Olive.  AL  35117. 
church  phone  (205)  631-4401 


SEBREN*S  SIDING,  IACKSON 
TIAN  OWNED.  All  home 


and  shingle  roofs,  patio  cover 
and  glass  rooms.  (601)  992-2( 
8  Rita  Sebren.  owners. 


Mte  ri^g  plan  and  premium  for 
vidual  needs.  EE.  HuBon  Insura 
can  he%*lbl  free  (877)  232-0E 


North  CerWal  Baphst  Associabon.  1045 
Fwrhekf.  Grenada  MS.  38901  Alt 
resumes  must  be  received  by  March  1 7. 


Bibliocipher 

_ By  Ovaries  Marx.  1932  -  2004 

capvnghted  2005  • 
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Clur  T  ~  F 

htine  tun  nHh  cryptograph*  and 
exercise  sour  Bide  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Si Me  verse  has 
been  encoded  fay  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week  's  puzzle  Mtcah  Seven: Two. 


|AI  JAID  FDRGCOGGRG. 


Carey  students  tour  India,  spread  Gospel 


When  Sharon  Thompson,  missions  coor¬ 
dinator  far  WUham  Cares  College  (WCC)  in 
Hattiesburg,  met  Dr.  Lalchungnungo,  princi¬ 
pal  of  Serampore  College  in  India,  sne  nad  no 
way  off  knowing  that  an  idea  of  hers  would 


bring  two  very  different  cultures  together. 
"Dr.  Lai,"  a  Christian,  was  visiting  the 


Carey  campus  in  March  2005  to  serve  as  a 
guest  speaker  for  the  school's  Jubilee 
Chapel  Service.  He  and  Thompson  spoke 
about  mission  possibilities  in  India,  where 
the  majority  of  me  people  are  non-Christian. 
Most  Indians  are  Hindus  or  Muslims. 

From  that  meeting,  plans  were  begun  to 
partner  Carey  with  Serampore  College  for 
a  cultural  exchange  program. 

in  October  2005,  WCCs  vocal  perfor¬ 
mance  group  Carpenter's  Wood  returned 
from  a  two  week  try  to  India  where  they  did 
more  that  just  sing.  While  there,  the  group 
performed  music  arid  drama,  visited  sites  in 
Calcutta  and  Delhi,  and  spent  five  days  at  the 
Indian  university  Serampore  College. 
Serampore  was  founded  by  British  mission¬ 
ary  William  Carey,  for  whom  WCC  is  named. 

After  two  days  of  traveling  from  the 
US.,  the  group  arrived  in  Calcutta.  From 
there  they  traveled  north  to  the  town  of 
Serampore,  where  the  college  is  located. 
"Serampore  College  primarily  equips  indi¬ 
viduals  to  be  ministers  in  India;  so  there  is 
not  much  of  an  emphasis  on  music,"  said 
Kathy  Vail,  the  advisor  for  Carpenter's 
Wood.  "The  group  taught  classes  on 
preparing  music  for  worship.  They  also 
taught  English  and  counseling  classes." 

While  in  India  the  group jpertormed  music 
and  drama  on  seven  different  occasions, 
induding  one  impromptu  session  in  a  Delhi 
tea  shop.  From  Serampore  the  group  trav¬ 
eled  to  Delhi  for  the  remainder  of  their  trip. 

"It  (the  trip]  was  primarily  a  cultural 
exchange  program  for  the  students  from 
WUliam  Carey  and  Serampore  College," 
said  VaiL  The'  culture  and  conditions  mat 
the  Carey  students  witnessed- were  a  star¬ 
tling  contrast  to  what  we  observe  in  south 
Mississippi.  "1  am  very  glad  we  went."  Vail 
said.  "It  was  a  good  trip  for  the  students.  I 
think  that  they,  and  everyone  who  went  on 
this  trip,  will  be  forever  dvanged." 

fat  faidfa.  it  is  perfectly  regal  to  be  a 
Christian  or  a  Christian  organization. 
Public  evangelism,  however,  is  against  the 
tow.  "If  someone  asked  about  our  faith,  we 


including  one 


ON  MISSION  —  Students  md  tooulty  foot 
group.  Carpenter's  Wood,  pose  for  a  group  p 
two-week  cultural  and  mission  trip  to  me  cour 

could  share,"  said  Carpenter's  Wood  mem¬ 
ber  Chrissy  Paul  of  Zephyihills,  Fla.,  "but 
other  than  that  we  weren't  allowed  to 
approach  Indians  about  Christianity." 

The  team  visited  coffee  and  tea  shops 
simply  to  talk  with  people.  If  asked  why 
they  were  in  India,  or  what  g^oup  they  were 
with,  the  possibility  of  discussing  Christ 
with  the  locals  was  pursued  but  it  could  not 
be  initiated  by  the  members  of  the  group. 

Paul  said  that  the  toughest  part  of  the  trip 
was  witnessing  the  poverty.  "Children  were 
starving  and  begging  for  rood  and  money", 
she  said.  "We  were  not  able  to  help  them 
because  we  had  not  prepared  for  that  need." 

Austin  Miller  of  Union,  another  member 
of  Carpenter's  Wood,  said,  "1  enjoyed  going 
to  Demi  more  than  Calcutta  because  of  the 
work  we  got  to  do  there.  We  helped  mission¬ 
aries.  built  relationships  and  befriended  the 
people.  I  don't  see  how  you  can  go  to  India, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  impoverished  coun¬ 
tries,  and  not  be  changed  forever." 

Paul  benefited  from  worshiping  in  the 
home  of  a  missionary  couple  who  worked 
with  the  upper  cast  in' Deftu.  She  said.  There 
was  no  piano,  order  of  service,  or  big  build¬ 
ing.  The  music  was  strange  to  us  but  ore  feel¬ 
ing  of  brotherly  love  united  us  as  one." 


vocal  performance 
India,  on  a  recent 
am  Carey  College.) 


According  to  VaiL  the  poverty-stricken 
nation  is  home  to  over  a  billion  people  and 
thousands  of  different  religions,  including 
a  growing  Christian  movement 

Some  of  the  interesting  sites  the  group 
had  the  opportunity  to  visit,  besides 
Serampore  College,  include  the  home  of 
William  Carey,  the  home  of  Mother 
Theresa,  and  the  Taj  Mahal. 

The  members  of  the  group  would  love 
to  return,  but  there  are  no  plans  for  a  fol¬ 
low-up  trip,  said  Kathy  Vail. 

Thompson's  next  project  is  a  cultural 
exchange  project  to  China  scheduled  for 
summer  2006.  Camp  Carey  Abroad  will 
offer  12  education  majors  the  opportunity 
to  conduct  English  workshops  for  children 
in  one  of  the  provinces  of  China.  The  stu¬ 
dent  teachers  were  chosen  for  the  six-week 
tripon  fan  Application  basis. 

The  student  mission  volunteers  are 
available  to  speak  at  church  and  group 
functions.  Anyone  interested  in  WCC  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  can  contact  Thompson  at  soar- 
ingdrt@aol.com. 


Heddon  is  f  WCC  moss  communication  it tajor 
and  member  of  The  Cobbler  student  newspaper. 


Practical  Principles 


Preventing 

Teen 

Smoking 

is  a 

Noble  Cause 


oversight  and  an  annual  audit.  Moore  Partnership  money  only  adds  fuel  to  the 
Some  Mississippians  are  went  around  the  legislature  and  set  up  fire.  The  Partnership,  to  be  effective  and 
wrestling  with  how  to  best  the  Partnership  independent  of  them  ana  have  a  future,  must  have  its  money 
combat  cigarette  smoking,  their  audits.  Since  1998,  there  is  no  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  and  be 
Smoking  has  been  proven  to  question  that  the  Partnership  for  a  subjected  to  a  state  audit.  If  it  is  truly  a 
cause  lung  cancer  and  other  Healthy  Mississippi  has  been  vary  bene-  non-partisan  program  whose  sole  pur- 
diseases,  and  from  a  finan-  ficial  in  education  and  prevention  efforts,  pose  is  smoking  prevention,  then  the 
Yancey  dal  standpoint,  has  created  a  But  if  the  Partnership  loses  its  funding,  Kinding  of  selective  programs  in  selective 
strain  on  the  state's  Medi-  one  person  Mike  Moore  can  blame  is  areas  must  end. 
caid  budget  Now,  two  nationally  known  himself.  The  original  purpose  for  the  Statistics  tell  us  that  dgarette  smoking 
political  celebrities  are  pitted  against  each  Partnership  was  to  prevent  smoking,  but  kills  400,000  people  a  year  in  the  United 
other  in  what  may  be  the  fight  of  their  now  it  seems  that  the  survival  of  the  States  and  hooks  3,000  children  a  day,  of 
lives.  Governor  Haley  Barbour,  a  former  organization  has  taken  a  high  priority,  whom  1,000  will  die  from  smoking- 
lobbyist  who  listed  tobacco  companies  Moore  has  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  leg-  related  illnesses.  Isn't  it  time  we  put  aside 
among  his  dients,  sees  things  differently  islature,  bailing  them  out  with  Partner-  the  politics  and  focus  on  the  children? 
from  former  Attorney  General  Mike  ship  money  on  occasion.  For  instance.  Another  cigarette  smoking  issue  in 
Moore,  who  successfully  sued  the  tobacco  some  50  of  the  state's  152  school  districts  the  legislature  is  the  tobacco  tax 
industry  in  1998.  Mississippi's  share  was  have  school  nurses  funded  by  the  increase /grocery  tax  decrease.  Mississippi 
$4.1  billion  which  is  paid  annually  in  Partnership.  Inside  the  legislature  itself,  a  has  the  third  lowest  cigarette  tax  in  the 
varying  amounts.  In  2005,  the  payment  Legislative  Black  Caucus  foundation  country  at  eighteen  cents  a  pack  and  has 
was  $116  million  with  $96  million  going  to  called  the  Foundation  for  Education  and  the  highest  grocery  tax  in  tne  country.  It 
the  Health  Care  Trust  Fund  and  $20  Economic  Development  (FEED)  has  has  been  proven  that  higher  costs  of 
million  going  to  the  Partnership  for  a  received  $2.9  million  from  Moore's  tobacco  prevent  usage  particularly  among 
Healthy  Mississippi.  Barbour  has  sued  to  group.  Additionally,  the  Partnership's  teenagers.  I  would  think  that  even 
take  the  $20  million  annual  allotment  to  latest  annual  report  shows  FEED  expen-  smokers  would  save  money  in  the  long 
the  Partnership  and  instead  send  it  to  ditures  for  a  program  called  Motivating  run  because  they  buy  more  groceries 
Medicaid  where  it  would  receive  nearly  Parents  and  Children  (MPAC)  in  3/  than  cigarettes.  Let's  do  whatever  it  takes 
three  to  one  matches  in  federal  funding  counties  that  FEED  reports  is  serving  to  prevent  kids  from  starting  to  smoke. 

that  would  bring  the  total  to  around  $80  some  16,000  youth.  What  about  the _ _____ 

million  annually.  Moore  says,  "over  his  children  in  the  other  45  counties? 

dead  body."  The  partisan  bickering  is  not  helping  Yancey  is  a  consultant  with  the  Christian 

According  to  the  Mississippi  Consti-  prevent  teen  smoking.  Barbour's  former  Action  Commission.  He  can  he  reached  at 
tution,  money  must  be  appropriated  by  lobbying  for  the  tobacco  industry  and  lyancey@christianaction.com. 


Proverbs  22:7 


God  has  a  plan  for  your  money! 


Financial  Peace  University  Is  a 
13- week  small  group  study  designed 
to  teach  God’s  way  of  handling  money. 

•  30-60%  of  attendees  are  .unchurched 

•  Biblically-based  curriculum 

•  Taught  by  Dave  Ramsey  via  video 

•  Great  for  small  groups 

•  Equips  families  &  individuals  to: 

•  Eliminate  debt,  save  for  future 

•  Give  like  never  before 


Dave  Ramsey's 


or  visit  DaveRamsey.com/fpu/church 


The  weather  may  have  dis¬ 
couraged  some  from  attending 
the  Rally  of  Hope  in  Gulfport, 
but  the  choir  students  visited  a 
nearby  FEMA  trailer  park  prior 
to  the  rally  and  invited  anyone 
who  opened  a  door. 

Friends  David  Burnett  and 
James  McDonald  responded  to 
the  invitation.  The  two  met 
shortly  after  the  hurricane  and 
became  closer  when  Burnett 
invited  McDonald  to  live  in  his 
trailer  and  escape  life  in  a  tent 
But  had  become  his  home. 

"It  makes  you  see  how  pre¬ 
carious  life  is,"  Burnett  said  of 
die  devastation  triggered  by 
Katrina.  "We  went  overnight 
from  a  great  place  to  a  thud- 
world  country." 

McDonald  remembers  that 
everything  was  negative  after 
the  storm  and  they  were  with¬ 
out  food  or  water  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  he  said  it  is 
amazing  to  witness  people 
helping  other  people. 

While  many  Gulfport  resi¬ 
dents  were  not  personally 
affected  by  the  storm,  they  still 
know  of  the  great  pain  and 
tragedy  that  struck  many  lives. 
Trudy  Johnson,  for  one,  believes 
that  concerts  and  other  forms  of 
encouragement  are  critical 
along  the  Gulf  Coast.  The  min¬ 
istries  lift  spirits,  she  said,  and 
are  especially  helpful  for  young 
people  dealing  with  the  trauma. 

"The  coast  needs  more,"  she 
said.  "Everybody's  depressed. 

C _ J _ " 


BILOXI.  Miss  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Rich  Miller  hadn't 
been  to  Edgewater  Mall  in 
Biloxi  in  five  months  and  was¬ 
n't  expecting  anything  special 
during  his  Sunday  afternoon 
visit  —  but  as  soon  as  he 
entered  the  mall,  he  heard  the 
voices  of  junior  high  choir  stu¬ 
dents  from  Prestonwood 
Church  in  Dallas  and  was 
drawn  to  listen  for  a  while. 

*•-  "When  I  walked  in  th?  door. 
I  felt  like,  'Wow,  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  in  this  place/*  said  Miller, 
who  is  stationed  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  for  two 
years  while  serving  in  the  Air 
Force  and,  like  others  in  region, 
has  weathered  the  trauma  of 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

Gulfport  resident  Keshia 
Hinton  watched  die  perfor¬ 
mance  intently,  with  a  hint  of 
tears  in  her  eyes.  She  could 
identify  with  the  spiritual  mes¬ 
sage  delivered  by  the 
Prestonwood  choir.  Tt  feels 
like  I've  already  been  to  church 
today,  and  I  haven't  even  been. 
It  made  my  day,"  she  said. 

The  1  OO-plus  choir  members, 
leaders,  ana  sponsors  were  cer¬ 
tainly  there  to  minister  that  day, 
but  their  purpose  extended 
much  further.  Prestonwood's 
search  to  support  a  coastal  con¬ 
gregation  devastated  by  the 


HEAVY  LIFTING  —  Marc  Minter  of  Team  Impact  in  Dallas.  Texas,  uses  metal  rods  to  lift  brothers 
Shomari  and  Kendall  Johnson  during  a  Rally  of  Hope  at  in  Gulfport  Minter  lowered  the  boys  and  then 
bent  the  heavy  rod  into  a  Christian  fish.  Prestonwood  Church,  Dallas,  partnered  with  Grace  Temple 
Church,  Gulfport  to  sponsor  the  rafly.(BP  photo  by  Julie  Jones) 


missions  and  evangelism  at  pie,"  Francis  said.  "My  heart  out;  demonstrations  of  strength  week.  Had  the  rail' 
Prestonwood,  said  ms  church  and  hand  and  hat  go  off  to  by  three  members  of  Team  side,  his  hither  said 
always  strives  to  be  proactive  Prestonwood."  Impact  a  traveling  team  of  men  would  not  have  atte 

in  ministry  in  the  church,  com-  The  junior  high  and  high that  uses  creative  evangelism  to  .  Team  Impact,  e 

munity,  and  beyond.  Providing  school  students  and  12  men  further  God's  Kingdom;  and  a  strength  and  weight 
financial  support  and  encour-  from  the  Prestonwood  men's  concert  featuring  voices  from  istry  in  Dallas,  was 
agement  to  Grace  Temple  is  just  ministry  spent  much  of  their  Prestonwood  ana  Grace  Temple,  attraction  at  th 
one  way  the  Dallas-area  church  time  helping  dear  land  for  Little  did  the  choir  know  Motocyde  Rally  Iasi 
is  doing  that.  Grace  Temple's  new  building,  that  the  lyrics  to  one  song,  Sturgis.  The  Mississ 

Pastor  Rossie  Francis  of  in  the  first  targe  group  effort  in  Come  in  from  the  Outside,  Convention  Board 

Grace  Temple  Church  said  it  what  the  Prestonwood  family  would  be  so  apropos.  The  rally  their  appearances  a< 

has  blessed  his  heart  to  see  the  hopes  will  be  a  lasting  relation-  originally  was  scheduled  to  cycle  rally  as  Dirt  < 

way  Prestonwood  is  committed  ship  with  Grace  Temple.  take  place  outdoors  at  Milner  support  local  Baptu 

to  walking  with  his  church.  The  two  churches  partnered  Stadium  but  was  forced  inside  evangelism  efforts. 
"This  has  really  brought  a  lot  of  for  a  Saturday  aftemoon"Rally  neighboring  Gulfport  Central 
encouragement  to  all  our  peo-  of  Hope,"  complete  with  a  cook-  Middle  School  due  to  rain  and 


churches'  Julie  Jones  is  a  writer  with 
Prestonwood  Church,  Dallas. 


FUN  TIME  —  Prior  to  a  Rally  of  Hope  in  Gulfport,  students  from 
the  Dallas-area  Prestonwood  Church  play  games  with  children 
from  the  Gulfport  community.  The  Dallas-area  church  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  partnership  with  Grace  Temple  Church,  Gulfport.  (BP 
photo  by  Julie  Jones) 


rresionwooa  students  ana  UOO0  lempie  memoers  aunng  a  tcany  0 
Hope  at  a  junior  high  school  in  GuMjxvt  (BP  photo  by  Julie  Jones) 


same  road  He  has  traveled.  We 
are  going  to 
ridiculed,  and 
killed  for  our  belief  in  Jesus. 

Another  application  for  us  treat  each  "other  and  that  our 
here  is  in  the  area  of  personal  personal  relationship  with  Him 
comfort.  Americans  are  ob-  is  of  utmost  importance.  The 
of  sessed  with  having  what  is  often  message  in  this  passage  is 
called  “all  the  comforts  of  home". _  designed  to  call  us  to  a  com- 
around  us.  Jesus  does  not  want  plete  commitment  of  ourselves 

_  us  to  live  as  paupers,  but  He  to  follow  Jesus.  Nothing  must 

ers  to  "Follow  Him."  does  want  us  to  recognize  our  hold  us  bade.  The  question  here 

n  to  say  why  tendencies  to  be  more  commit-  is  a  question  of  loyalty, 

do  as  Jesus  ted  to  living  the  "good  life"  than  Christians  cannot  be  more  loyal 

Him.  to  family,  church,  job,  friends, 
ly  life  or  self  than  we  are  to  Jesus. 
Being  a  true  follower  of  Christ 
takes  our  total  attention  and  a 
wholehearted  commitment. 

several  examples  of 
i  it  is  for  us  to  start 
Luke  this  journey  without  counting 
the  cost,  (v.28-32)  His  final 
admonition  is  that  only  those 
e  up  their  claim  to 
ig  can  be  His  disciples. 
The  question  we  must  answer 
willing  to  give  up 

i  think  Jesus  literally  everything  to  follow  Him? 

us  to  hate  you  are  - 

His  whole  message.  Dedmcm  is  minister  of  education 

lows  that  one  of  the  at  First  Church,  Grenada. 


approaches  Jesus  and 
says  he  will  follow 
Jesus  anywhere  he 

Ees.  Jesus'  reply  must 
ve  perplexed  him; 
"Foxes  have  dens,  and 
birds  of  the  «1 
nests,  but  the 
Man  has  no  place  to  lay 
His  head."(v.58,  HCSB) 
Then  Jesus  urges  oth- 

- -  Ui-  " 


most  important  thing  in  a  per- 
be  rejected,  son's  life  is  personal  relation- 
even  sometimes  ships.  The  Bible  spends  a  lot  of 
time  telling  us  how  we  should 


Family  Bible  Study 

Put  Christ  First 

Luke  9:57-62;  14:25-33 


Instant  communication  has  disciples  to  recognize 
become  die  center  of  our  world,  that 'soon  He  will  be 
Almost  as  soon  as  an  events  betrayed  into  die  hands 
take  place  around  the  world  we 
can  see  them  tra 
television  or  cell 
travels  fast,  espe 
our  mistakes.  If  someone  enters 
into  a  project  or  agreement  .and 
does  not  adequately  count  the 

costs,  he  becomes  tne  hot  topic  reason  He  is  on  die  earth.  As 
of  discussion  and  the  brunt  of 
commentators'  jokes.  Our  pas- 


of  those  who  are  seeking  to  kill  they  coul< 

Him.  He  has  just  experienced  asked.  (v.59b  At  v.61)  Jesus'  we  are  to  foUowinj 
News  His  disciples  arguing  over  who  seemingly  harsh  responses  of  Following  Jesus  in  our  < 

is  going  to  be  the  greatest  in  the  "Let  the  dead  bury  die  dead,"  pursuits  is  all  about  commit- 
earthly  kingdom  they  think  and  "No  one  who  puts  His  ment  and  obedience.  We  must 
Jesus  is  about  to  institute.  They  hand  to  the  plow  and  looks  commit  ourselves  to  obey  Him 
still  do  not  understand  the  true  back  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  at  every  junction  in  life.  Jesus 

God."  (v.60  and  v.62)  These  As  we  look  at  the  second  how  ] 
the  time  drew  near,  Jesus  began  verses  put  strong  emphasis  on  part  of  our  focal  _ 

His  journey  to  Jerusalem.  He  the  message  of  our  passage.  He  14:25-33,  it  becomes  even  more 
sages  today  teaches  us  that  Jesus  entered  a  Samaritan  town  and  is  not  saying  don't  take  care  of  clear  how  important  is  for  us  to 
does  not  want  us  to  make  any  they  did  not  welcome  Him.  your  dead  relative  or  your  fam-  count  the  cost  of  following  who 

mistake  when  it  comes  to  count-  James  and  John,  greatly  anger-  lly  is  not  important,  Dut  He  is  Jesus.  He  uses  the  word  "hate*  even 

ing  die  cost  of  following  Him.  ed,  wanted  to  call  down  tire  saying  that  to  follow  Him  is  to  describe  how  we  should  feel 

It  does  not  seem  unusual  for  and  destroy  them.  Jesus  rebuked  going  to  be  costly,  more  costly  about  our  family  and  our  own  is;  are  we 

Jesus  to  use  the  strong  analo-  James  ana  John  and  simply  than  we  can  really  imagine,  lives.  If  you  think  f 

gies  he  used  in  our  passages  for  moved  on  to  another  town.  That  is  why  we  must  trust  Him.  means 

today,  if  you  consider  what  This  brines  us  to  our  passage  Following  Jesus  is  not  easy  missini 

Jesus  has  been  experiencing  in  for  today,  m  verse  57  a  man  because  we  have  to  travel  the  Jesus  1 


control,  God's  people  ing  the  spotlight  cm  worship  rit-  choice  of  obedience  or  rebellion, 
were  surrounded  Dy  uals  that  were  meaningless  and  They  could  choose  blessing  or 
false  gods  and  other  unacceptable  to  Him.  Then,  as  destruction.  Verse  18  is  God's 
religions,  thus  tempt-  now.  Almighty  God  rejects  reli-  altar  call.  His  holy  invitation  to 
ing  them  to  sm.  gious  behavior  that  is  not  sup-  repentance:  "Come,  let  us  reason 
Isaiah's  cry  was  for  ported  by  right  living.  He  does  together."  Indeed,  they  had  the 
complete  repentance,  not  sanction  weary  nabits,  but  choice  of  making  things  right 
that  God's  people  sustains  Willing  hearts.  with  their  Heavenly  Fattier.  They 

would  not  know  death  Even  today  God  calls  His  did  not,  however,  nave  a  choice 
and  destruction,  but  people  to  engage  in  true  wor-  regarding  the  consequences  of 
rather  blessing  and  life  ship  with  him,  that  of  repen-  their  decision:  they  would  reap, 
as  a  result  of  obedience  tant,  obedient  lives.  Sadly,  some  what  they  had  sown. 

?  and  only  God.  choose  to  live  lives  that  aret  Repentance  is  submitting  to 

ook  of  Isaiah  reveals  characterized  by  persistent  the  Lord  and  obeying  Him. 
iguished  heart  toward  rebellion  against  Him..  Rebellion  is  disobeying  Him. 
ward  people  Indeed,  Although  they  may  have  keys  God  offers  His  people  a  choice 
h  more  plainly  spoken  to  the  cnurch,  attend  every  time  between  obedience  and  rebel- 
Lord  be?  In  Isaiah  1:2,  the  doors  are  open,  and  may  be  lion;  the  former  brings  blessing 
"I  reared  children  and  considered  as  tne  pillars  of  tneir  and  life,  the  latter  leads  to 
hem  up,  but  they  have  church,  their  private  lifestyle  destruction  and  death, 
igainst  me."  In  verse  3,  choices  show  that  they  routine-  Only  God  has  the  power  to 
?es  not  know,  my  peo-  ly  disobey  God.  Oftentimes  restore  lives.  By  trusting  Him 
t  understand."  He  calls  they  are  blind  to  His  interven-  and  obeying  His  commands 
ren  a  "sinful  nation"  in  tion  and  call  to  repentance,  fail-  we  will  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
'a  people  loaded  with  ing  to  recognize  His  discipline  knowing  Him  and  expenenc- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Do  You  Rebel? 

Isaiah  1:2-5, 11-20 


By  Lori  Clendinnini 
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are  subject  to  crop- 
must  depict  people, 
e-,  building-,  or  object-only 
will  be  printed.  News  items 
ographs  can  be  published 


news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  subnutted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  art>- 


aruVor 


one  time  only, 
news  is  one  i 
publication  dal 
Articles  that 


des  must  be  receded  in  writing;  no  articles  ,r...  - 

will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  ‘  • 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 

to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  Me  via 

tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 

mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  vims  threats,  address  and  telephone  number.  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 

no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

Photograph  attachments  are  permissible.  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing. 
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Cooperative  Program  taking  'historic  step  forward' 


itive  Program, 
gram  Advance 
w  #  [  model"  as  a 

ive  more*  through  CP. 
it  the  development  of  quality 
stewardship  training  materials  with 
an  emphasis  on  timing  should  be 
given  highest  priority.... 

•  "That  the  stewardship  and 
Cooperative  Program  emphases  be 
recognized  as  integral  parts  of  the 
compelling  SBC  vision  known  as 
Empowering  Kingdom  Growth." 

•  "That  the  2006  SBC  and  state  con¬ 
vention  annual  meetings  be  used  to 
launch  an  SBC-wide  celebration  of  and 
emphasis  on  the  Cooperative  Program." 

•  "That  the  Executive  Committee  in 
consultation  with  state  convention 
executive  directors  develop  a  definition 
of  what  is  meant  by  Cooperative 
Program  monies  which  would  be 
adopted  by  the  SBC  in  annual  session." 

Among  various  strategies  set  forth 
in  the  state  executives'  report: 

•  Teaching  stewardship  not  just  in 
churches  but  also  in  SBC  seminaries  and 
Baptist  colleges  and  universities,  includ- 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Southern  Baptist  pastors 
and  church  members  may  be  entering 
historic  times  in  their  stewardship 
and  global  outreach,  according  to  a 
report  released  last  week  at  the 


with  the 


Baptists,"  agreed  Morris  H.  Chapman, 
president  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Not  since  the  Cooperative  Program 
was  founded  in  1925  as  Southern 
Baptists'  primary  channel  for  support¬ 
ing  state-Dy-state,  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  missions  and  ministries  have  state 
and  SBC  leaders  joined  together  in  "a 
definite  focus  ...  and  a  vision,"  as 
Chapman  described  it,  to  strengthen  the 
outreach  facilitated  by  churches'  gifts 
through  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Joraan  reported  to  the  Executive 
Committee  that  state  convention  execu¬ 
tives  during  their  annual  meeting  the 
previous  week  had  adopted  a  set  of  rec¬ 
ommendations,  objectives  and  strate¬ 
gies  to  underscore  the  Cooperative 
Program,  or  CP  Missions,  as  vital  to 
Southern  Baptist  efforts  to  carry  life¬ 
changing,  hfe-savine  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  ends  of  tne  earth. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in  turn, 
voted  to  commend  the  state  execu¬ 
tives'  report  "to  all  Southern  Baptists"  the  SBC's  June  13-14  annual  meeting 
and  to  '’respectfully  request  the  state  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 
conventions  act  upon  those  recom-  The  stewardship  ministry  —  to  "pro- 
mendations"  later  this  year  during  duce,  develop,  publish  and  distribute 
their  respective  annual  meetings.  products  that  help  Southern  Baptists  to 

The  recommendations  note,  for  exam-  grow  in  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  by 
pie,  that  a  "commitment  to  biblical  stew-  applying  biblical  principles  of  steward- 
arcbhip"  must  be  promoted,  including  snip '  —  would  be  transferred  to  the 
tithing  by  church  members;  Cooperative  Executive  Committee  from  LifeWay 
Program  gifts  provided  by  churches  to  Christian  Resources,  which  fielded  the 
their  state  conventions;  ana  CP  gifts  pro-  assignment  as  part  of  the  SBC's  restruc- 
vided  by  the  states  to  global  SBC  causes,  hiring  in  1997. 

"At  the  heart  of  everything  that  is  Since  then.  Chapman  told  the 
connected  to  the  Cooperative  Program,"  Executive  Committee  during  its  Feb.  20 
Jordan  noted,  "is  carrying  the  Gospel  session,  a  consensus  had  emerged  that 
through  where  we  live,  through  our  "the  Cooperative  Program  and  tne  issue 
state,  our  nation  and  our  world....  of  stewardship  work  better  when 

"It  is  going  to  take  us  joining  togeth-  they're  couplea  together.... 
er  as  churches,  as  pastors  and  leaders,  '’If  we  are  right  with  the  Lord  in  the 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  Cooperative  area  of  stewardship,"  Chapman  noted. 
Program  and  to  put  it  again  in  tne  posi-  "we  will  be  right  with  the  Lord  in  the 
tion  of  being  at  the  front  end  of  every-  area  of  the  Cooperative  Program,  and 
thing  we  do  in  missions,"  Jordan  said,  we  will  become  a  giving  people  by  bib- 


MISSIONS 


HI-DEFINITION 


ing  "financial  freedom"  from  excessive 
d»t  and  poor  spending  habits;  devel¬ 
oping  stewardship  materials  for  various 
cultural  groups  and  for  children  and 
youth;  creating  a  stewardship-oriented 
website  for  pastors  and  church  leaders, 
along  with  an  e-mail  database  for  deliv¬ 
ering  CP  updates;  and  incorporating 
biblical  stewardship  into  the  process  of 
planting  new  churches.  / 

•  Mobilizing  high-profile  pastors  as 
"CP  Champions"  and  recruiting  church¬ 
es  to  pilot  a  year-long  stewardship/ 
Cooperative  Program  emphasis  to  build 
awareness  of  the  impact  a  church  can 
have  via  CP  Missions  in  fulfilling  the 
Great  Commission.  A  key  CP  resource 
cited  by  the  state  execs  is  the  book  "One 
Sacred  Effort,"  by  Hankins  and.  Chad 
Brand,  assistant  professor  of  Christian 
theology  at  Southern  Seminary. 

•  Encouraging  state  ana  national 
publications  ”to  actively  include  CP 
stories  and  information  as  regular  fea¬ 
tures  in  every  issue....  The  CP  connec¬ 
tions  must  be  clearly  stated  in  each 
article;  we  cannot  assume  our  people 
know  all  that  is  accomplished  through 
their  participation  in  tne  CP." 

•  Linking  mission  trips  with  the 
Cooperative  Program:  'To  help  churches 


Chapman 
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